A pilot survey was made in seven coastal districts along the Coromandel Coast of Tamil Nadu to know the status of rare and endemic plants. In which six taxa viz. Actinoscirpus grossus and Cyperus clarkei of Cyperaceae, Capparis divaricata of Capparaceae, Falconeria insignis of Euphorbiaceae, Limnophila repens of Scrophulariaceae and Utricularia hirta of Lentibulariaceae were identified as rare showing distributional importance. Nomenclature, description, phenology, distribution status of the state, habitat and notes were provided for easy understanding of the species. Conservation measures targeted at the endemic and threatened plants of an ecosystem will prevent destruction of natural vegetation and efforts must be taken to protect the biodiversity in an area by involving the local communities in preservation and conservation aspects.
Introduction
The tropical dry evergreen forests (TDEFs) are unique biotic communities and geographically restricted to Jamaica, Thailand, Sri Lanka and the Coromandel Coast of India (Selwyn and Parthasarathy 2007) . In India TDEFs are unique forest types extending to about 50km inland along the East Coast of Peninsular India from Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh in north and Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu in south (Mani and Parthasarathy 2005) . In the recent past, this ecosystem has been highly disturbed by various human activities and facing local population extinctions. The biodiversity, structure and dynamics of the forest type, especially the groves have been extensively studied (Parthasarathy and Studies indicated that, wild and virgin habitats are in gradual process of disturbance and leads to extinction of species (Babar et al., 2012) . Thus, identifying the habitat, population and distribution status of rare, endangered and endemic species to each and every habitats is now becomes essential. TDEF belt harbors several remnant patches of sacred vegetation which are conserved or maintained as "sacred groves" through faith and belief system of local communities in these areas. This vegetation type facing various levels of anthropogenic pressures, disturbance and the impact of cultural changes on the vegetation has studied by Kadamban (1998) and Praveen (2011) in Tamil Nadu. Recently, Balachandran and Rajendiran (2014) and discussed about the disjunct distribution of endemic and Indo-Sri Lankan elements from the TDEFs Coromandel Coast of north Tamil Nadu.
Keeping these points, we carried out an explorative study to know about the occurence of rare and endemic plant species found along the district of Coromandel Coastal of Tamil Nadu and to assess their popupation, distribution, habitat, thier major associated plants and threat status.
Materials and methods
The present study was carried out randomly in different districts, habitats and elevation along the Coromandel Coastal plain areas of Tamil Nadu between 10o 07' to 13o 31' N latitudes and 77o 50' to 78o 29' E longitudes ( Fig. 1 ). There are 13 districts of Tamil Nadu are found along the east coast, of which Kancheepuram, Villupuram, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Pudukkottai, Thanjavur and Thiruvarur districts were surveyed in the present study. These areas were prevailed in tropical climate with mean temperature of about 27°C and average rainfall about 950mm with an average of 50 rainy days. It was noted that, these regions were also characterized by a hot, maritime climate experiencing a narrow daily range of temperature, humid weather and moderate rainfall (Parthasarathy & Karthikeyan 1997) . There is no clear demarcation of seasons. Geographically these coastal areas have plains, undulating terrain and rarely with scattered hillocks. Sandy, clay, alluvial, red ferralitic, and black cotton are the major soil types found across this region. This stretch has been housing tropical dry evergreen, mixed deciduous, dry deciduous, thorny scrub and mangroves forests. The survey was conducted between 2010 and 2014 and plant specimens were collected and prepared into herbarium using standard methods. The plant specimens were identified using relevant literatures and the rare plants were confirmed with Madras Herbarium (MH) and Rapinat Herbarium, Tiruchirappalli (RHT). The well prepared herbarium sheets were deposited in the herbarium of Botany Department, St. Joseph's College, Tiruchirappalli for future reference.
Results and Discussion
Through our extensive field study for exploration of plant diversity studies, we have documented more than 600 species of plants spread over the plains of coastal districts. Most of these documented plants were used by the local people of the study area for the treatment of different illnesses. Interesting feature of the study was that, we have recorded six species as rare and endemic plants based on their occurrence, population, number of individuals and etc. . So far it was reported only from the hilly districts of Tamil Nadu whereas, the present collection was from Nagapattinam district as new record to TDEFs along the Coromandel of Tamil Nadu. 
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Conclusion
Efforts must be taken to protect the biodiversity in an area by involving the local communities in preservation and conservation aspects. Conservation measures targeted at the endemic and threatened plants as well as most important medicinal plants of an ecosystem will prevent destruction of natural vegetation (Ayyanar et al., 2014) . Conservationists in the recent years view local peoples' support for protected areas management as an important element of biodiversity conservation. As suggested by Arjunan et al. (2006) and Annamalai (2004) , eco-development projects should be carefully designed to attain particular conservation objectives among communities living adjacent to or within critical ecosystems. Since local communities received benefits from the eco-development project conducted by them and this would helped to identify the main concerns of the local communities, and assisted in designing a more effective intervention program.
